
 
 

 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE 
 
Official Inauguration of Six Megawatt Haag Solar Pa rk near 
Gutenstetten  
 
Hamburg-based Conetwork Erneuerbare Energien Holdin g (CEE) and 
Gehrlicher Solar AG have officially inaugurated the ir first joint project in 
Gutenstetten, Franconia. 
  
Gutenstetten, 31 May 2010. Haag Solar Park was inaugurated on 30 May this year 
in the presence of the First Mayor of the commune of Gutenstetten in Middle 
Franconia. This photovoltaic plant, with a peak output of six megawatts, is the largest 
plant in the administrative district Neustadt a. d. Aisch-Bad Windsheim. During the 
Open Day, the inhabitants of the commune of Gutenstetten were able to inform 
themselves of the advantages of solar power generation. 
  
Gehrlicher Solar AG and the Hamburg-based Conetwork Erneuerbare Energien 
Holding (CEE) started operation of Haag Solar Park on 16 December 2009. In only 
three months, Gehrlicher constructed the plant with a peak output of approximately 
six megawatts on an area of almost twenty hectares of arable land. The power output 
expected amounts to 5,500,000 kilowatt hours of electricity (kWh) per year. 
Approximately 5,500 persons will now be supplied with electricity generated in an 
environmentally friendly manner. The yearly CO2 savings amounts tons 3,850 tons. 
Almost 80,000 First Solar modules and 5 inverters from market-leader SMA Solar 
Technology were used in the construction. 
 
Jointly profiting from the advantages of environmen tally friendly power 
generation  
 
For CEE, a company that focusses on investments in the areas of cleantech and 
solar energy,  this is the first key project in the solar energy sector. CEE provided the 
private equity and took charge of the commercial management of the plant.  
 
Detlef Schreiber, Managing Director  of the Hamburg-based investment company, is 
convinced of the efficacy and efficiency of power generation with solar energy: „We 
will stop depending on fossil fuels and will invest both ecologically and financially in 
our future. Solar parks, such as this one in Haag, make an important contribution  to  
independent energy supply. All the more uncomprehensible, the latest resolutions 
from the Federal Government concerning the amending law for renewable energies. 
In the long-run, in particular the exclusion of solar parks on arable land from solar 
energy subsidy will be contraproductive”.  
 
Helmut Reiß, First Mayor  of the commune of Gutenstetten, also sees the need for 
changing the way we think when it comes to power generation: „Our crude oil and 
natural gas ressources are limited and becoming increasingly scarce. At the same 
time, the climate change is making us face enourmous challenges. Therefore, solar 
energy is a long-term alternative for power generation in our region.“  
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Sensibly combining economy and ecology with solar e nergy  
 
As a general contractor, Gehrlicher Solar AG was responsible of the construction of  
Haag Solar Park and also took charge of the technical operation of the plant after it 
was completed. The Bavarian company, which is also active internationally, has over 
fifteen years experience as a project planner of photovoltaic plants ranging from 
private rooftop systems to ground-mounted megawatt projects. Ralph Schemmerer, 
CFO at Gehrlicher, explains the reasons behind the cooperation with CEE: „Our 
cooperation with CEE is exemplary when it comes to combining economy and 
ecology. With Haag Solar Park, we are both generating environmentally friendly 
power and offering investors a secure investment.“   
 
Picture:  Pastor Markus Schürrer, Pastor Hans-Jörg Schmid, Ra lph Schemmerer 
(GSAG), Helmut Reiß (Mayor of Gutenstetten), Detlef  Schreiber (CEE) 
 
 
Background Information 
 
About CEE 
CEE (Conetwork Erneuerbare Energien Holding GmbH & Co. KGaA) is an investment company that 
focusses its activities on medium-sized enterprises and young technology firms in the areas of 
renewable energies and cleantech. The company is based in Hamburg and its portfolio includes project 
financing as well as private equity and venture capital financing. Its goal is to provide long-term support 
in the expansion of the market of renewable energies and support environmental and climate protection 
with a sustained committment. CEE offers investors the possibility of participating in the growth 
possibilites of the markets and in creating sustainable value with the best possible risk/return ratio. The 
company’s management firm, Conetwork Erneuerbare Energien Management GmbH, and thus CEE too, 
belong to the Bankhaus Lampe Group and has more than 10 years experience financing medium-sized 
enterprises and renewable energies. For more information, see www.cee-holding.de 
 
 
About Gehrlicher Solar AG 
 
Gehrlicher Solar AG is a photovoltaics company, which was founded in 1994 by CEO Klaus Gehrlicher. 
As a system integrator, the company plans, constructs, finances and operates photovoltaic plants. 
Furthermore, as a wholesaler, Gehrlicher Solar AG also offers solar modules as well as components 
developed by the company itself; these range from cables to substructures. The company also plans, 
sets up and manages photovoltaic funds or private placements for investors. As a European-oriented 
company, Gehrlicher Solar AG currently has 250 employees at two locations in Germany - Neustadt  
near Coburg and Dornach near Munich as well as subsidiary companies in Italy, Spain, Greece, France 
and the United States.  
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