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Official Groundbreaking Ceremony at Rothenburg Airfield 
 
On April 14th of this year, Gehrlicher Solar AG began construction of the ground-
mounted photovoltaic power plant at Rothenburg (Upper Lusatia) Airfield. 
 
Rothenburg (Upper Lusatia) / Dornach b. Munich, April 23rd, 2009. With the 
groundbreaking cermony by Görlitz District Administrator Bernd Lange, Rothenburg Mayor 
Heike Böhm and chairman of the supervisory board of Gehrlicher Solar AG, Johannes 
Strasser, the construction start of the solar park at Rothenburg (Upper Lusatia) Airfield now 
has an official character. On April 14th, employees of Gehrlicher Solar AG already began with 
building work. Currently, steel posts are being pile-driven into the earth, onto which the 
substructure for the solar modules will be installed.  
 
Using the advantages of environmentally friendly electricity generation  
 
On 68 hectares of conversion land and farmland, the photovoltaic specialists with company 
headquarters in Neustadt b. Coburg (Upper Franconia) are building a solar park at 
Rothenburg Airfield with a total peak output of twenty megawatts and with that one of the 
largest in Saxony. That brings annually more than 20,000 megawatt-hours of environmentally 
friendly electricity for 5,700 three-person households and, on top of that, saves annually 
around 11,500 tons of carbon dioxide. The system with an investment volume of around sixty 
million euros is scheduled to be completed by the end of 2009.  
 
Mayor Heike Böhm addressed during her speech the meaning of the solar park: „We 
welcome environmentally sound electricity and appreciate the advantages of the solar park. 
Our craftsmen are getting additional contracts, which means more jobs.” 
 
District Administrator Bernd Lange emphasized the necessity of environmentally friendly 
electricity for the district of Görlitz: „Fossil fuels are limited. Considering increasing energy 
prices and high energy demand, solar energy belongs in the energy mix of the Görlitz 
district.”  
 
Chairman of the supervisory board Johannes Strasser from Gehrlicher remarked about the 
project at Rothenburg Airfield: „We appreciate that the responsible persons in Rothenburg 
and the Görlitz district support photovoltaics. We decided to build in Rothenburg because the 
solar resources are good here. Additionally, the conditions for a photovoltaic power plant on 
the conversion area of the airfield are ideal since the terrain is level and easy to build on.”  
 
With a total peak capacity of twenty megawatts, Rothenburg is currently the most powerful 
photovoltaic system of Gehrlicher Solar AG. At the end of 2008, the photovoltaic company 
had built the largest solar park in North Swabia (ten megawatts) in less than four months.  



 
 
 
 
Background information: 
Gehrlicher Solar AG, with company headquarters in Neustadt bei Coburg and administration in Dornach 
bei Munich, is a photovoltaic company that was founded in 1994 by board chairman Klaus Gehrlicher. As a 
system integrator, the company plans, builds, finances, services and operates photovoltaic systems. In addition, 
as a wholesaler, Gehrlicher Solar AG offers solar modules and self-designed components – from cables to 
substructures. For investors, the company plans, realizes and manages photovoltaic funds or private-placement 
assets. As a European enterprise, Gehrlicher Solar AG is, with currently 160 employees, present in two locations 
in Germany – Neustadt and Dornach – and has affiliates in Italy, Spain and Greece.  
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